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INTRODUCTION

Fire fighters and paramedics are among the most essential
professionals employed in a governmental agency. They are
leaders in attempting to prevent certain types of accidents and
to prepare the community for others. They are the first to
respond to a wide range of natural or man-made disasters.

Consistent with their high level of responsibility, fire fighters
and paramedics also require continuous intensive training in an
extensive set of topics. Modern technology can be utilized in
the training process to assist fire training officers in this
task. Such efforts will result in increased safety for the
entire community.

No other county has attempted to create a video network for fire
training. Yet training materials and programs increasingly rely
on film and video and on presentations that are audio-visual in
nature.

The problem is part technical and part organizational. A master
plan is required to solve both components of the problem.

The first step in preparing a Master Plan for the fire service

training video network -- and in soliciting funding for the
project -- is identifying the needs that the network will
satisfty.

NEEDS

Interconnecting the various cable television systems will create
the facility for developing a video network for fire service
training and related functions. A video network is needed to:

(o} gain access to resources not now readily available;

o improve the timeliness of training:

o increase the responsiveness of fire fighters to
emergencies that may occur during training sessions;

o reduce air pollution generated by needlessly moving

heavy fire equipment to training sites;

increase the cost/effectiveness of training programs;
improve county-wide public education; and

improve station coverage by offering training exercises at
regular job sites.
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